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Drop in the Chat: 

What is one thing you hope to gain 

from this session?
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Topics for Today:

-Intro to Our Team & Our Work

-Secondhand Smoke & Emerging Threats

-Current Efforts Underway in TN

-Key Components of a Successful Policy 

Campaign

-Model Policy Guidance

-Building Policy Champions

-Community Education
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Who We are and What We Do



Established in 1984, our services include:

Providing resources, tools, and strategic planning 

Tracking industry or allied opposition tactics

Assisting with message development

Illustrating policy trends via ordinance lists & maps

Providing personalized training, technical assistance, and support

no-smoke.org



TOO MANY 

PEOPLE FALL 

IN THE GAPS IN 

SMOKEFREE 

PROTECTIONS

no-smoke.org/gaps

#smokefreegaps     #healthequity     #gosmokefree
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Secondhand Smoke & Emerging 

Threats
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Triangulum: Tobacco, E-cigarettes, and 

Marijuana

Tobacco use amongst adults and youth is on the decline; 

however, use of electronic smoking devices, and that co-use of 

combustible marijuana and tobacco, is on the rise.  One strategy 

to reduce use is to include e-cigarettes and marijuana in 

smokefree laws.
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Stand Firm to Protect Public Health 

and Smokefree Protections

To protect nonsmokers from the  health consequences of 

exposure to secondhand tobacco and marijuana smoke, as well 

as the secondhand aerosol from electronic and “vapor” 

products, tobacco, marijuana, and electronic smoking 

devices should not be permitted for use in smokefree
spaces. 

Instead of making concessions for indoor smoking spaces, one 

should consider identifying outdoor spaces, obstructed 

from public view, and where the risk of secondhand 

exposure is minimized. 
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Current Effort Underway 
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Key Components of a Successful Policy 

Campaign:

Model Policy Guidance 



Findings & Intent: support/purpose

Definitions!

– Where smoking is prohibited: ALL public places and workplaces

– Where smoking is allowed: coalition dealbreakers

Declaration of Establishment as Nonsmoking – allows employer 
to designate non-smoking area not included in ordinance

Posting of signs – remove ashtrays, post signs, ease of 
enforcement

Enforcement – who is responsible? 

Violation & Penalties – who receives the fine and in what 
amount?

Non-retaliation: Non-waiver of Rights – protects employees in 
regards to the law

Other Applicable Laws – doesn’t conflict where smoking is also 
regulated

Severability Clause – legal protection if one section of the 
ordinance is challenged

Effective Date – 60 Days = Magic Window no-smoke.org

Model Ordinance Language: 

Why does it matter?
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Smokefree laws that are 

Strong, Simple & 
Fair
have the greatest public 
health impact and are 
easiest to enforce.  They 
don’t pick winners and 
losers in health or in 
business
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Exemptions Create Inequities

• Fairness Issue: How can 

we justify leaving workers 

behind?

• Increased morbidity and 

mortality 

– Typically amongst more 

vulnerable populations 
and in jobs without 

adequate access to health 

care and/or uninsured.
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Key Components of a Successful Policy 

Campaign:

Building Champions and Strong Coalitions



Readiness 

Checklist

Community Support

Key Stakeholder Support

Counter Opposition Arguments

Decision Maker Support



Strong Mayor: 

Fort Worth, TX
• Mayor Betsy Price

• Prioritized business community 

support

• Smokefree Fort Worth coalition 
conducted broad public education 
and business endorsement 
campaigns



Strong Council Sponsors

• On Message

• Well-informed

• Accessible

• Passionate



no-smoke.org

Key Components of a Successful Policy 

Campaign:

Community Education






